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From the Editor’s Desk ‘« 
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KF” most Australian orchid growers and general gardeners, spring 2009 has been 
one of the best in recent times. We have witnessed exceptional flowerings of 
not only our orchids — especially cymbidiums and dendrobiums, but also across 
the board with bulbs, perennials and spring flowering trees and shrubs. This has 
also been mirrored in the wild, and I have been fortunate to have embarked on a 
number of bushwalks in the Hawkesbury River area to see and photograph the 
wildflowers and orchids in full bloom. The boronias and eriostemons (I know they 
aren't orchids!) have been outstanding, with the displays of the rock orchid 
Dendrobium uaa in the bush the best since 2001. 
j q Gary Backhouse continues 
his international botanical 
travelogue with his 
instalment on a range of 
rarely seen South African 
summer-flowering orchid 
species. South Africa has 
] such an interesting and 
diverse flora that share 
many similarities with our 
own plants and ecosystems 
in Australia. As always, 
Gary’s photography is 
y 4 simply superb! 
Miltonias are an easily grown genus a from Brazil (being distinct from 
the related Miltoniopsis — known as “Pansy Orchids”). In this issue, Brian Milligan 
gives us an introduction to these colourful plants that can be grown in a wide range 
of climates. 

Clive Halls of Mt Beenak Orchids (www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au) concludes 
his series on Masdevallia breeding with the “plain coloured” hybrids discussed in 
this issue. Clive was one of the main speakers at the recent Australian Orchid 
Conference held in Victoria. This series of articles has been a comprehensive 
overview of Masdevallia breeding and has been very well received by readers. 
This will prove to be a major reference for Masdevallia enthusiasts for years to 
come. To round out this series, Clive has submitted an extensive article on 
Masdevallia culture that will appear here soon, including step by step guides to 
their successful culture with special emphasis on Australian conditions. 

The show season is almost over now, and there have been some wonderful 
displays of orchids presented to the public over the past couple of months. A report 
on the successful St. Ives Orchid Fair (now in its 10‘ year) is here with text by 
John McAuley and photographs by Bill Dobson. In the next issue we will at least 
have pictorial reports on the Tinonee Orchids Show, the National Cymbidium 
Show and the huge Orchid Extravaganza hosted by the Cymbidium Club of 
Australia (NSW). 

I am sad to report the passing of Melita Gulbis, one of the founders of the 
pioneering cymbidium nursery — Cecil Park Orchids (with her late husband John). 
Apart from having a huge cut-flower export business, John and Melita actively 
supported a number of their local orchid societies with plants for members, display 
plants for shows and famously hosted some of the largest Christmas Parties the 
Australian orchid world has seen. They were two of the nicest and most generous 
orchid people that I had the pleasure of knowing. a 

David Banks 
Australian Orchid Review 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Cymbidium Lucky Gloria 
‘Fukunokami’ was Champion 
Intermediate and Reserve 
Champion of the Cymbidium 
Orchid Club of Western Australia 
Inc. 2009 Winter Show, for 

John & Deirdre Oliver. 


Photo: Carl Slusarczyk. 
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his is the second article on some of the 

summer-flowering orchids I saw on a short 
trip to South Africa in January 2008, on my way 
to the World Orchid Conference. In this article I 
present some of the other terrestrial orchids plus 
several epiphytes seen in flower. Summer is the 
rainy season for much of South Africa, and a time 
when many terrestrial orchids are in flower. South 
Africa is especially rich in terrestrial orchids, and 
has about 400 species, complemented by about 45 
epiphytic and lithophytic orchids. 


Protea species and rocky habitat Sabie, home to several 
epiphytes and lithophytes 


One habitat rich in summer-flowering 
orchids is the high altitude grasslands 
of the Steenkampsberg Plateau near 
Dullstroom and Lydenberg, in 
Mpumalanga State in the north-east, where 
I spent several days searching for orchids. 
The largest genus of terrestrial orchids in 
South Africa is Disa, with about 100 
species, and I managed to see five in 
flower. Although none were as spectacular 
as the famed Disa uniflora, there are 
nonetheless many attractive species in the 
genus. Disa brevicornis used to be in the 
genus Monadenia, and it looks like a larger 
version of Disa (formerly Monadenia) 
bracteata, the South African species now 
established as a weed right across southern 
Australia. Disa cooperi is a robust species 
with a long, semi-erect pink spur and a 
green labellum. Disa versicolor is a stout, 
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Above and right: Bulbophyllum 
sandersonii Sabie 
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colourful orchid that varies from pale pink 
through to bright red, often with heavy 
spotting. It is the unopened buds that give 
this orchid its bright colours, as the flowers 
fade to yellowish once opened. Disa patula 
has cream to pale pink flowers and grows 
on the highest peaks of the plateau, while 
Disa stachyoides has attractive bright pink 
flowers, and is a common orchid of 
swampy grassland. 


Left and below: Disa brevicornis Dullstroom 
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Far left and inset: Disa cooperi Dullstroom 


Left: Disa versicolor Dullstroom 


Below: Disa stachyoides Graskop 
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There were three species of Disperis in 
flower in the grasslands. These orchids 
have the petals and dorsal sepal combined 
into a hood or galea. Disperis wealei has 
white flowers and grows in thick sedges 
alongside streams and marshes. Two 
species that look quite similar are D. 
cardiophora and D. renibracteata, with 
their distinctive sheathing floral bracts and 
attractive pinkish toned flowers. Buried in 
the thick swards of summer grasses were 
the green spidery Habenaria dredgeana 
and Habenaria lithophila. Perhaps the 
strangest orchid of all was Holothrix 
scopularia, which has tubular flowers 
ending in long fine points. 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2009 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2009 


E 
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Ba Liparis bowkeri Sa 
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Mystacidium flanaganii Sabie 


Above: Satyrium cristatum Sabie 


Huge areas of former grassland habitats 
in the region have been converted to pine 
and eucalypt plantations. However, strips 
of remnant native vegetation still occur 
along roadsides in the area, and these often 
had orchids growing in them, including 


Satyrium cristatum which has most 
attractive red-striped white flowers. 
Satyrium longicauda was also common 
along some roadsides. This species has 
crystalline white flowers, and some forms 
have a lovely pink tinge. Satyrium trinerve 
is an attractive species that is common in 
wet grasslands, and has distinctive white 
floral bracts that look like a long labellum. 

One orchid that really caught my eye 
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was the pretty little Schizochilus cecilii 
subspecies culveri, with its tufted habit 
and arching racemes of tiny yellow 
flowers. Near Graskop, S.  cecilii 
subspecies transvaalensis was growing, 
being distinguished by its longer racemes 
of slightly larger white flowers. A second 
Schizochilus species I saw is the rare S. 
crenulatus, which has fewer but larger 
tubular white flowers with reddish stripes. 
This is a semi-aquatic species that grows 
in very wet sites along creeks and in soaks 
and seepage areas. 

In a forested valley at lower altitude 
near Sabie, several epiphytic and 
lithophytic orchids were growing. Here, 


the delightful little Mystacidium 


flannaganii was common in wet, shaded 


forest gullies. The tiny plants often have 
only | or 2 leaves, and seem overwhelmed 
by the long arching sprays of flowers. 
There were some very large clumps of 
Bulbophyllum sandersonii growing on 
rocks, but, in keeping with many of the 
African Bulbophyllum species, the flowers 
are tiny, verging on insignificant. Liparis 


Below: Satyrium longicauda Sabie 
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bowkeri was growing in thick moss beds 
on rock outcrops. Interestingly, the flowers 
smell about as bad as the Australian Liparis 
species! One surprise for me was seeing 
how Stenoglottis fimbriatus grows in the 
wild, mostly on moss-covered rocks and 
lower trees trunks. In several locations it 
was very common on rocks, but not one 
plant was seen growing in the soil. I 
thought this rather surprising given how 


Right: Satyrium trinerve Graskop 


well the species grows in cultivation in 
pots in Australia, where cultivated plants 
are much bigger than anything I saw in the 
wild in South Africa. 

Although it was a short trip and I 
managed to get soaked in the torrential 
summer rains, it was a rewarding trip to 
see some of the South African orchids 
growing in the wild. My thanks to Duncan 
and Annette McFarlane for hosting my 
stay in South Africa, and to members of 
the Witwatersrand Orchid Society for their 
hospitality on field trips. 

Gary Backhouse 
Greensborough, Victoria 
Email: outbackorchids@hotmail.com 


Above and right: Schizochilus 
cecilli subsp. culveri Dullstroom 
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Miltonia moreliana 


KF” many years the genus Miltonia consisted of two different 
groups of plants. Those species found in Colombia carried 
pansy-like flowers, while the flowers of those found in Brazil 
were less well filled-in. About twenty years ago it was eventually 
accepted that the genus should be split into two, although the idea 
was first suggested in 1889! Thus the Colombian miltonias were 
moved into the genus Miltoniopsis, while those miltonias from 
Brazil were retained in the genus Miltonia. 

There are about ten miltonia species, several of which will 
happily grow and flower in a ‘cosy’ shade-house in Melbourne. 
By my definition a ‘cosy’ shade-house is one fitted with a 
fibreglass roof, so that the plants can be kept dry during cold 
winter weather. They should be watered only on sunny mornings, 
so that their foliage becomes dry before nightfall. 

The most well known species is Miltonia spectabilis, a native 
of the Organ Mountains (and other areas) in eastern Brazil. In 
common with most other Miltonia species, its pseudo-bulbs carry 
two narrow, yellow-green leaves, together with a number of basal 
sheaths. The inflorescences emerge from between these sheaths 
and bear one or two flowers with cream petals and sepals and a 
pink lip. My plants usually flower in January and February. Those 
plants grown in pots seem to flower more reliably than the one I 
mounted on tree fern, probably because I am unable to keep the 
latter sufficiently moist during the heat of summer. 

Most orchid books feature Miltonia spectabilis var. moreliana, 
which has purplish flowers with a plum-coloured lip, rather than 
the type species. However, this variety has recently been shown 
to differ sufficiently from the type to be given its own specific 
name, Miltonia moreliana. Aside from its distinctive colour, its 
flowers are also larger and it is undoubtedly the most desirable of 
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The Brazilian 
liltonias 


by Brian Milligan 


Miltonia spectabilis var. alba 


the Miltonia species from the horticultural viewpoint. It flowers 
several months later than M. spectabilis. 

Miltonia regnelli has flowers that are similar in colour to those 
of M. spectabilis, although they are a little smaller. It grows in 
eastern Brazil at moderate altitudes, and therefore it may also 
grow without heat in Melbourne (I have no experience in growing 
this species). Miltonia flavescens, a species that bears up to ten 
yellow flowers per inflorescence, comes from hot lowlands in 
Brazil. Although I have found that it grows satisfactorily in a 
Melbourne shade-house, it refuses to flower under these 
conditions. 

Miltonia clowesii has long-lasting flowers with orange petals 
and sepals that are marked with brownish bars and blotches. It 
will grow and flower without heat but does better if provided with 
warmth in winter. M. candida, which has chestnut-brown and 
yellow petals and sepals and a pink and white lip, also prefers 
winter warmth. 

Miltonia hybrids are probably seen more often on our show 
benches than the species from which they were bred, probably 
because most exhibit hybrid vigour and can be grown without 
heat. Miltonia X bluntii is often exhibited as a species but in 
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Miltonia clowesii 


reality it is a natural hybrid between M. spectabilis and 
M. clowesii, and should perhaps be labelled M. Bluntii. Two 
other common hybrids are M. Anne Warne (Bluntii x spectabilis) 
and M. Guanabara (Anne Warne x regnellii). 

These miltonia hybrids seem to do best if pot-grown, using a 
potting mix of medium-sized pine-bark. I prefer to add a little 
chopped Sphagnum moss to the bark, so that the mix retains more 
moisture. Miltonias also seem to grow well in chopped coconut 
husk rather than bark. The plants should be watered and fertilised 
regularly between spring and autumn but given a drier rest after 
flowering. They enjoy good light and make good companion 
plants for cymbidiums. (Plants and photos by David Banks, Hills 
District Orchids.) | 

Brian Milligan 
North Balwyn, Victoria 


Miltonia candida 
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Above: Masdevallia Kimbals’s Sun 


Text and photos by Clive Halls 


s there such a thing as a plain colour? 

The word plain immediately makes it 
sound boring. Perhaps single colour is 
more appropriate to describe these varieties 
with no spots, stripes or flares. 

With green and blue out of the equation 
we are left with, orange, yellow, pink, red, 
mauve and white that we can look at. The 
whites we have pretty much covered in the 
first article in this series. So as orange is 
the most typical Masdevallia colour we 
will start there. 


Below: Masdevallia Falcata ‘Glory’ 
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Our magnificent matriarch Masdevallia 
veitchiana is sometimes plain orange but 
more often suffused with purple hairs as in 
the clone “King Crimson’. When used in 
hybridising it does produce a_ large 
proportion of orange, so much so that we 
were all saying ‘not more orange’! 

There were 33 Masdevallia hybrids 
registered in the late 19th century and 19 of 
them had M. veitchiana as one parent, this 
just shows how dominant this species was 
and is in Masdevallia breeding. 
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Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


Open 7 days a week 


Left: Masdevallia (welischii x Copperwing) 


Right: Masdevallia (Sundancer x Kara’s Delight) 


Below: Masdevallia Kimball’s Sun ‘Pure Gold’ 
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Still around today and still winning 
shows are M. Heathii (ignea x veitchiana) 
1889, M. Parlatoreana 1856 (barleana x 
veitchiana) with the clone ‘Jul’ HCC, still 
a very good thing. Said to be a natural 
hybrid but we are probably seeing man- 
made cultivars now. How can you go past 
M. Falcata (coccinea x veitchiana) 1899, 
not always plain orange of course but 
many are. Newer varieties of rich oranges 
include M. Cuzco Gold (veitchiana x 
instar), M. Copper Angel (veitchiana x 
triangularis), M. Inca Prince (veitchiana x 
Angel Frost), M. Peach Fuzz (veitchiana x 
constricta) all well known and proven. 
When looking at oranges you can’t neglect 
the large hybrids produced from M. 
macrura. One of the first I came across 
was M. Monarch (macrura x veitchiana), 
large and deep orange. J & L Orchids in the 
USA made M. Copper Queen (Copper 
Angel x macrura) and these have been 
used by the Jackson’s in Tasmania to make 
the much vaunted M. Midas Touch (Copper 
Queen x Falcata) which are stunning large 
oranges, many of which are awarded with 


Above: Masdevallia Top Vintage 
‘Autumn Glow’ 


Right: Masdevallia Falcata 
‘Gold Digger 


Below: Masdevallia Midas Touch 
‘Beenak’ 
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at least one receiving the coveted FCC/ 
AOC. M. King of Kings from the same 
stable are perhaps even bolder, but are 
visibly strongly related; M. macrura 
showing its potential very clearly. We have 
to leave orange but obviously the surface 
has been barely scratched. 

Yellow. The yellows and oranges are 
quite entangled, the yellows often coming 
from crosses mostly producing oranges as 
in M. Golden Monarch (Golden Angel x 
Monarch), Monarch lets the yellow genes 
through probably via the Kimballiana 
influence in its background. In fact M. 
Kimballiana has produced some of the 
best yellows ever which is strange as its 
parents are M. caudata, a pink, and M. 
veitchiana, an orange. But not only yellow 
but albanistic yellows as well. Our cross of 
Kimballiana x Sun Dancer = Kimball’s 
Sun made a substantial quantity of pure 
albanistic yellows as well. The great 
advantage of the pure colour yellows is the 
long lasting qualities that are evident in 
these flowers that lack red pigment. We 
have used Sun Dancer ‘Yellow Doll’ HCC/ 
OSCOV as a main parent for a good 
number of years simply because it’s nearly 
perfect; the foliage, the flower production, 
the size of the blooms, the shape, the 
colour, all spot on. As an added bonus it 
sets seed pods readily. Phyl Nicholas of 
Hobart, Tasmania made this cross and we 
often wonder where we would be without 
it, thanks Phyl! We already have a seedling 


Above: Masdevallia Rein Gold 
‘Beenak’ 


Right: Masdevallia veitchiana 
(King Crimson’ x ‘Sol’) 


Left: Masdevallia Bob Hoffman 
‘Bob Up’ 
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Masdevallia (Bella Donna x 
decumana 


Left: Masdevallia Hurdy Gurdy ‘Show Off’ 


of the M. Kimball’s Sun grex that is better THE PERFEC ORCHID HOUSE 
in every way than M. Sun Dancer ‘Yellow = om meiner AP TS eT] ; 
Doll’ it is called ‘Daffodil’. Will it be a . <a) eee 

better parent than ‘Yellow Doll’? Time 
will tell. Once again so many yellows to 
choose from and we haven’t even looked 
at some of the smaller types bred from M. 
triangularis, for instance. M. Galaxy 
(Kimballiana x triangularis) was made by 
that great exponent of Masdevallias, June 
Page in Sydney. As mentioned before the 
yellows appear from crosses that mostly 
produce orange. In remakes of M. Falcata 
coming out of New Zealand using the 
yellow form of M. coccinea, we have seen 
beautiful alba yellow blooms of wonderful 
shape and size. 

Pink and Mauve. For the sake of brevity 
we will run these together also those violet 
and purple types that have more to do with 
pink than red. You really have to thank M. 
coccinea in all its many forms for our 
wonderful array of pink tones available 
today. We have already mentioned M. 
Machu Picchu in the previous heat tolerant 
article but it must have another mention 


Se ; pepe = SHADES 

because as a single colour itis truly superb. sanaanmameenaats ttt HOT HOUSES 
Going back in time to 1882 the cross of M. 
Fraseri saw the light of day, a primary 


CS Naa nae Lane, : . ultimate in plant protection all year round. Contact in all states 
classic of (ignea x coccinea) so often Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 

remade has given us the most vivid of quality materials, our modular range offers the 1300 88 11 43 
pinks albeit with some shape problems perfect environment for your growing needs. www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 
from the strong ignea decumbent dorsal. 
Bred back to Carousel, itself a coccinea 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the 
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hybrid, we made Ferris Wheel, rich pinks 
with no dorsal problems in most cases. 
Another lovely M. coccinea hybrid, M. 
Lyn Sherlock, (coccinea x Bella Donna), 
was made in New Zealand and registered 
by Paradise Orchids. The resulting pinks 
were exceptional and when we remade it 
we again struck the jackpot in regard to 
large shapely pinks. We have recently 
started using M. coccinea ‘Dwarf Pink’ a 
half pint variety which is lilac pink. The 
foliage hopefully will stay a bit neater 
using this smaller grower and that will be 
a great advantage. So far seedlings of 
‘Dwarf Pink’ crossed with Rubicon have 
shown excellent promise. Amongst the 
Rubicon grex were some exquisite dark 
reds such as ‘Black Sands’, ‘Gembrook’ 
and ‘Red October’. Unfortunately not 
much seed has been produced by any of 
the Rubicons so not much progress in this 
direction. Names can be misleading if you 
look at the Masdevallia registrations. Red 
is used in the title a lot but they aren’t all 
red. One of the first Masdevallias I 
purchased in Australia was Red Baron 
(maculata x coccinea), they were real dark 
reds and terrific growers too. Later I got 
some Redwing seedlings (infracta x 
coccinea) and they were all pink, pretty 
though! Red Sun (welischii x Urubamba) 
were all orange but with some hint of red. 
Then there was Red Velvet (yungasensis x 
coriacea), they were stripy creams, the 
stripes were red I suppose.... 


Above: Masdevallia Rubicon ‘Black Sands’ 
Left: Masdevallia coccinea ‘Dwarf Pink’ 


Below: Masdevallia (Bella Donna x notosibirica) 


Specialist breeders of Australian 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 
* Mail orders our specialty 
¢ Send SAE for latest listing 
* Phone prior to visiting 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive, DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 
Facsimile: (07) 3289 2638 


email: cedarvaleorchids @cedarvaleorchids.com 
www.cedarvaleorchids.com 
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Masdevallia Red Hot Chilli ‘Beenak’ 


Pinks sometimes come unexpectedly as 
in the M. Falcon Sunrise remake using the 
alba yellow Falcata ‘Gold Digger’ onto 
ignea ‘Strawberry’. All of the previous 
cross were orange flared yellow but many 
of these new ones are pink. Very pale pinks 
were seen in Bella Donna (coccinea x 
datura) as well as whites. We have crossed 
M. Bella Donna with species like 
notosibirica, decumana and barleana with 
some success. Although what I see as a 
successful hybrid may not suit everyone’s 
taste. M. (Bella Donna x decumana), as yet 
unregistered, produced lovely large 
decumana shaped mauves with white 
splashes, as well as deep solid purple- 
mauves. With M. notosibirica some 
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trumpet shaped pale pinks with curly tails 
(caudae). I love them, not everyone agrees, 
they are not the shape for a purist. Perhaps 
conclude the pinks with nearly ‘blue’, 
(that’s catalogue talk of course!), but it 
does have blue tones as the name suggests, 
M. Blue Angel (Kimballiana x coccinea) 
and the cultivar we grow is ‘Highland’. So 
far no progeny but who knows. 

Red: The most popular colour for most 
orchid genera, Phalaenopsis aside, red 
seems to attract that extra attention. For a 
red to be really good it has to have 
brilliance, too many are full of brown 
tones, or just lacking brightness. A yellow 
centre, or some form of contrast gives any 
red a lift. One of the oldest reds is M. 


Bocking Hybrid (cucullata x veitchiana) 
1899. I have seen a few and they are large 
and red but have ugly coarse foliage. Later 
we came across M. Rein Wine (Rein Staal 
x cucullata) similar in many respects but 
with nicer foliage. We crossed this with 
our ever reliable WM. Sun Dancer to make 
M. Rein Sun. I couldn’t have been more 
pleased, the reds are bright, the shape 
good, the foliage much more presentable. 
We then did M. Carousel with M. Rein 
Wine to make M. Top Vintage. Different 
shades of red but the same large flowers 
and great shape. Recently we bred M. Rein 
Staal back to M@. Rein Wine to make M. 
Beenak Vintage. Very dark, very lovely. 
So where should we look for new 
genuine reds? Perhaps taking plants like 
M. Dark Star (macrura x cucullata) and 
crossing to a bright yellow like the alba 
M. Kimball’s Sun, or with whites like M. 
Bella Donna will give some rich reds and 
size. M. Copperwing ‘Sunburst’ a well 
proven parent that gives big flowers and 
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retains neat foliage might well be used 
with M. Rein Sun or M. Top Vintage that 
have strong red dominance. The most 
brilliant red we have seen to date is M. Red 
Hot Chilli. This has a similar parentage to 
M. Copperwing namely Hot Wings 
(Heathii x decumana) on to Fraseri ‘Hot 
Pink’. Sure some were orange, some were 
pink but the reds were sensational. 
Obviously using this on to the strong 
stemmed Rubicons, or even with strong 
pinks like M. Lyn Sherlock will take the 
red line to new standards. Why haven’t we 
already done it you may well ask? Simply, 
as you move away from the species, 
fertility often decreases or you get no 
result at all. Last year, the heat caused 
havoc with the pods made late in the 
season. Sometimes you get tiny amounts 
of seed that make one small flask or 
contamination takes its toll. As Ned Kelly 
said: “such is life” and there’s always next 
year... 


Masdevallia Machu Picchu ‘JV’ 


We come to the end of our articles on 
Masdevallia breeding with this brief look 
at the solid or plain colours. Obviously 
much more could be said and I apologise 
to those breeders whose plants are not 
mentioned. There will be one more article 
to conclude the series which will look at 
cultivation of these orchid gems. 

It will deal with growing Masdevallias 
specifically in the Australian conditions. 


Above: Masdevallia Lyn Sherlock 


Our climate is not particularly conducive 
to growing these high altitude orchids but 
it can be done so that’s what we will 
look at. 

Clive Halls 

Mt Beenak Orchids 
www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 
Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 
27 Hacketts Cr. Rd. 

Three Bridges, Vic 3797 

Ph: 03 59667253 
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Grow With Us 


American Orchid Society 


Beginner or expert, share ‘your passion 
for orchids by becoming a member of the 
American Orchid Society today! 

For American Orchid Society 
membership information 

and benefits, 

please go to www.aos.org, 

e-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

or call 561-404-2062. 
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Masdevallia Fraseri ‘Hot Pink’ 
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COOL FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid grower and 
photographer from the North Island of New Zealand. 
This volume is devoted to cool growing orchid genera, 
which are easy to cultivate in New Zealand and southern 
Australia. Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed adapt, 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by 
someone who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book 
to orchid growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced 


enthusiasts. 
144 pp. Softcover. 
242mm x 168mm 


Opies 
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™} It has been produced to cover a large range of genera 
| to help not only the novice, but also the experienced 
Oe: | grower in their present fields of interest, and to tempt 
Ls and encourage them to try other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of culture used 
by the authors are those which they themselves have 
found successful. Growers should try any changes to 
their own culture gradually and on a few plants first, as 
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The World of Orchids — 2 has been written by members 
and friends of the North Shore Orchid Society about 
|) orchids grown in Sydney and its environs, and we are 


indebted to those people for their time and effort. 


80 pages, colour and B&W. 
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YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering 
Orchids throughout the Year. It is in the same 
format and style as the previous book, bu 
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orchid books at special discount prices. 


Just select the book(s) you require and 
fill in the details on the form provided. 


New titles will be added to the list when 
they become available. 


| ORCHIDS IN YOUR 
GARDEN 


| How to grow orchids in 
| the backyard 
Robert Friend 


It sounds too good to be true, but orchids 
| are as easy to grow in the backyard as a 
lawn or a bed of roses. Despite their 
exotic reputation, the everyday gardener 
can grow orchids without special pots or 
greenhouses. 


The book shows you haw to introduce 
orchids into the garden, by attaching 
"=| them to trees, fixing them on rocks and 

“| walls, or planting them in garden beds. 
With more than 150,000 species and 
hybrids of orchids in the world, there are 
plants suitable for every garden. 
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ROBERT FRIEND 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime's experience with orchids to explain how to choose 
the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different types of 
gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages to small 
courtyard gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of nature’s 
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INTRODUCING 
CATTLEYAS 


Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour 
combinations, has prompted Noni to 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 
cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under sha- 
dehouse conditions in the city of Perth in 
Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, 
as well as the experienced growers of 
other orchid genera, may be encouraged 
to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into 
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South Western Australia WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
i) by Bob Liddelow 


| This book beautifully illustrates the orchids of 
| this part of Australia. Bob Liddelow has spent a 
| considerable amount of time in the field, each 
=| season, seeking out many different orchids. 


| This is an Orchid Guide with a difference. 
_ | Instead of covering all species with total distri- 
bution areas, this book treats a very representa- 
tive collection of orchids in great detail. The 
‘| specific sites for each orchid are illustrated with 
‘mud maps’. 


The book also cross-references some 142 
orchids with about 100 sites in the greater south-west of Western Australia. Every 
orchid is illustrated in full colour. 


There is also comprehensive indexes, a glossary, author’s notes and more. 
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OF AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring lim- 
ited space, and for these reasons are 
quickly becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its his- 
tory, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultiva- 
tion and hybrids, along with a drawing 
showing the main parts of the plant and 
flower, plus a colour plate providing an 
easy means of identification. 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail — most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular 


and informative Dendrobium 
Orchids of Australia. OUR DCT PIC PRIES 

A e 13 
119 pages, colour and B&W. was 5 RRP (Incl. GST) Pts POSTAGE aNO HANDLING 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 
Cultivation and 
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Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. 
No book previously has provided detailed cultural 
requirements of the Lycaste, and this book should fill 
that gap, and encourage new growers to take up the 
cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
hybridising contains valuable information on inherit- 
ance and genetics that will benefit any hybridiser, not 
just the grower of Lycastes, as well as helpful hints on 
how to avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred 
Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed it 
posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and botany, and a pas- 
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GROWING PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 
by James Neal 
This book is essential reading and reference for |} 
any person who grows, or is intending to grow, | 
Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, water- 
ing, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named 
and the implications of growing seedlings, illustrate 
some of the more difficult ideas for the layman to 
understand. 

The colour photography illustrates beautifully the 


topics under discussion and the orchid names are 
supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are per- — 
tinent and succinct and make the 
subject more easily understood. 

56 pages. 

Colour and B&W. 
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Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately 
cultivated flowers world-wide, and for centu- 
ries it has been a symbol for the exotic and 
mysterious in the human imagination. As the 
brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these 
extraordinary flowers continue to produce a 
shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the 
gardener with a casual interest in orchids, to 
the confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide 
spectrum of orchid genera and more than 
1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, dis- 
tribution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and 
control pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 
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Masdevallia Kimball's Sun 
‘Daffodil’ 


Dendrobium (Avril’s Gold x speciosum) 
‘Sandy’ AM/AOC-NSW 2009 


St. Ives Orchid Fair and Show 2009 


Text by John McAuley with photos by Bill Dobson 


he 10th anniversary of the St. Ives 

Orchid Fair and Show, held at the St. 
Ives Showground NSW each mid-August 
has once again lived up to its name, ‘the 
Big One’. 

A glorious sunny weekend attracted 
visitors from interstate and overseas. The 
annual Fair and Show is jointly organised 
by four Sydney Northern Suburbs 
Societies, namely: Manly-Warringah O.S., 
North Shore O.S., Ku-Ring-Gai O.S. and 
A.N.O.S. Warringah Group. Large displays 
and table-top displays were put on by 
several additional societies, individuals 
and commercial growers. Vendors 
complained, whilst smiling, that after this 
year’s fair there would be little stock left 
for forthcoming orchid events; such was 
the patronage. 

Of particular note this year was the 
magnificent display of Australian Native 
Dendrobium Species and Hybrids put on 
by Henk van den Berg — the best ever seen 
at this venue. In addition to putting on a 
wonderful display, which apart from 
winning the best small display, also drew 
great interest from the public. The quality 
of these modern native hybrids, and their 
cultivation, was outstanding. Henk also 
won the Grand Champion, Champion 
Australian Native and Champion Seedling 
with his wonderful (as yet unregistered 
seedling) of Dendrobium Avril’s Gold 


34 


‘Pure Gold’ x Dendrobium speciosum 
‘Windermere’. This plant (given the 
cultivar name of ‘Sandy’) was later granted 
a provisional Award of Merit, which will 
be ratified once registered. 

Ironically, this was the second year in a 
row that the Grand Champion was an 
Australian Dendrobium hybrid, and both 
of these plants were bred by David Butler 
of Green Vista Orchids. The parent plant of 
the Grand Champion - Dendrobium Avril’s 
Gold ‘Pure Gold’, received a Highly 
Commended Certificate. 

The Champion Cymbidium classes 
were all won by supreme grower and 
exhibiter George Serhan. The prize for the 
best large display went to the Eastwood 
Orchid Society with a display containing a 
superb range of genera, colour and quality. 
The judges obviously had a difficult time 
as the difference between the Eastwood 
Orchid Society display and the 24 placed 
North Shore Orchid Society display was a 
mere 0.11 of a point. Not to be outshone 
were the wonderful tabletop displays 
which this year was won by Gowan 
Stewart of Wirra Willa Orchids. Once 
again the ladies put on a magnificent 
display of Floral Art. Lanny Pramana, 
apart from winning four floral art classes, 
also won the Champion Floral Art with her 
wonderful “Beachcomber” Arrangement. 
Lesley Bromley again won the art section. 


Major prize winners for 2009 were: 


e Grand Champion (and Champion 


Australian Native Hybrid, and 
Champion Seedling) — Dendrobium 
(Avril’s Gold x speciosum) ‘Sandy’ 


AM/AOC-NSW, Henk van den Berg. 
e Reserve Champion (and Champion 
Vandaceous / Phalaenopsis Hybrid) — 
Phalaenopsis Brother Dendi ‘Picasso’ 
AM/AOC-NSW, Henri Choo. 
Champion Cymbidium Hybrid Standard 
— Cym. Coco Jim ‘Starquest’, George 
Serhan. 
¢ Champion Cymbidium Hybrid — 
Miniature / Intermediate -— Cym. 
Khanebono ‘Jacinta’ AM/AOC-NSW 
2009, George Serhan. 
Champion Cymbidium Seedling — Cym. 
(Blazing Fury x Last Tango), George 
Serhan. 
Champion Laeliinae Hybrid — Cattleya 
Memoria Marie Tapner, Dendi Orchids. 
Champion Orchid Hybrid “Other” — 
Masdevallia King of Kings ‘On the 
Prowl’, J & S Atwal. 
¢ Champion Oncidiinae Alliance hybrid 
— Oncidium Robsan’s Gold ‘Sapphire’, 
T & P Onslow. 
Champion Paphiopedilum Hybrid — 
Paph. Usinying Fairbre, Dendi Orchids. 
e Champion Exotic Species — Angraecum 
eburneum subsp. superbum, Wirra 
Willa Orchids. 


e 


e 


e 


e 
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Champion Specimen — Dendrochilum 
tenellum ‘Joni-Jane’, John & Moira 
Bennett. 
Champion Australian Species 
Dockrillia teretifolia, “Yatte Yattah’, 
Trish Peterson. 
Best Large Display — Eastwood Orchid 
Society. 
Best Small Display — Henk van den Berg. 
Best Table-Top Display — Wirra Willa 
Orchids. | 
John McAuley 
Terrey Hills, NSW 
Email: jm-orchids @optusnet.com.au 


Right: Henk van den Berg’s 
winning display 


Phalaenopsis Brother Dendi ‘Picasso’ 
AM/AOC-NSW 2009 


{ Sick of writing plant tags? 


- THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 


- Small Runs of printed tags 
- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


apt) aussie plant tags 
=~. 


Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 
Email: apt@tags.nct.au 
Web: www.tags.nct.au 
9 The Grove, Tel: (03) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic. 3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 
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Dark Star Orcdnids 


Bulbophyllums, Dendrochilums, Lycastes, 
Stanhopeas, Paphs, Africans and lots more 


RARE AND UNUSUAL SPECIES 
AND SOME SELECTED HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
darkstarorchids@bordernet.com.au 


Please check our newly updated website for our latest releases 


Hans Schaible 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au 
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Cymbidium Coco Jim ‘Starquest’ 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 
and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 
Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 
The Orchid Review — 6 issues per year, starting January (ISSN 0030-4476 ) 
If a subscription is taken out during the year, back issues of that volume will be sent. 
Orchid Review with the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK £30 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS 


All other countries: £40 airmail/£34 surf 
Orchid Review without the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK£25 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
To apply contact 
The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA 
RP 
The major wae of dis blindness! 


If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 
Cc 
N 
FIGHTING BLINDNESS 


For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 


www.retinaAustralia.com.au 


rte) 
nu 
rc) 
c 
[e} 
< 


ace mail (Europe airmail) 


ORCHIDS worm! 


Gordonvale 20km South of Cairns 
On The Bruce Highway 


Cats, 
Phallies, 


& more. 


No Catalogue Available 
email‘orchidsnth@bigpond.com 
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Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 
(07) 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


FREE CATALOGUE 
includes most genera 


a ee 
NURSERY OPEN 
Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 


orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
www.tinoneeorchids.com 
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Oncidium Robsan’s 
Gold ‘Sapphire’ | 


Angraecum eburneum 
subsp. superbum 


Paphiopedilum Hsinying Fairbre 


- Perfect Orchid Products 


Vita Rich Nutriflow 


Seaweed, Fish Slow release fertilizing system. 


\ emulsion and oe Fixes onto a garden hose for 
=) blood and bone. Ra SED fixed watering through a Sharp shooter 
| Excellent balance sprinkler or a nozzle waterer ~e=, \ Ready to use 

| for all round | for hand watering. s insecticide — 
750ml $9.00 


\ feeding - N.P.K. 7.0:17.5 5.0 — 

| 500ml only \ $25.00 each 
cll $9.00 | Also available: | 
Magamp Refill — 
ij H $5.00 each | 
Eco oil | 

Natural miticide/ 

insecticide. -Pyrethrum | 


’ | Safe to use pesticide. 
) Made from plant 
extract. Rate of use 
20ml per litre — 


4 The safest product 

| to use on your 
orchids for all 

@ those nasty pests — 


OR iS Me 


500m! $18.00 / | 250ml $12.00 eed 
Titre $30:00 pad ee $22.00 Natural fungicide. Works on 
~_/ 1 litre $40.00 contact. Perfectly safe — 
500gm $18.00 /1.2kg $30.00 
Pay via si sit h to The Orchid ag 
PO Box 767, Suteriand, NSW 1499 Phone 0431 037 372 ‘Ty Conary aainoposeoesppcan Mad 
sales@orchidtrays.com.au www.orchidtrays.com.au Postage 1 item $12.00, 2 items $15.00, 3 or more items $20.00 
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Above: Dendrochilum tenellum 
‘Joni-Jane’ 


Dockrillia teretifolia ‘Yatte Yattah’ 


“Nicky’s Slippers” 


One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. 


Exciting new Paphs. and Phrags. 
now available. 


Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 
send 3 x 50c stamps 


NICKY ZURCHER 


Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 
Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 
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Valley Orchids 


Cymbidium Specialists 
Lot 8 Wheaton Road, McLaren Vale, S.A. 


Postal — PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 
Phone (08) 8327 3955 Fax (08) 8327 3966 Mobile 0419 823 724 


Website - www.valleyorchids.com.au 


Check for lots of new photos & special offers — regularly updated, including 
exciting new seedlings, flowering for the first time 


Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 
Thousands of new release plants & older favourites available now — 
Flasks to flowering size & at sensible prices. Mail order service available 
** We can now send plants to Western Australia & Tasmania ** 


4 


AOR203 


38 


| ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 


Suppliers of a wide range of Orchid Accessories 
Whether you are a hobbyist or a professional 
orchid grower - we can supply your needs. 


Pots - dome pots - Port Pots — 
trays — meters — virus testing kits - 
stakes — plant clips - labels - pens - 
fertilisers — wide range of wire products. 


Growing medias - bark, coconut husk, treefern, 
cork, perlite, charcoal, sphagnum moss and more. 


Agent for Eco Products 
Catalogue available on request 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
5 Email: supplies @ orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for 
seedling and flask price list. 
PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 


Phone: 0408 994 696 
Fax: 02 4384 4304 


R111 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


The native orchid flowering season 
continues but there is a change from 
mainly Dendrocoryne to Sarcanthinae. 
We now see crystalline white blooms of 
Sarcochilus hartmannii, red-splattered 
S. fitzgeraldii with the vanilla scent of 
S. falcatus filling the air. A number of other 
species also bloom at this time 
continuing to show the huge diversity of 
Australian natives. 

Breeders gave achieved some really 
breath-taking colour combinations with 
Sarcanthinae — deep blood red, mauve- 
blue, icy pastel green and gold among 
other hues. The colours have really been 
intensified in many crosses. Some of the 
markings and flower shapes are intriguing. 
The hybrids have proven the way to get the 
colours of the hard or impossible to 
maintain species into plants which are 
easier to grow. The influence of S. 
hartmannii means there are long racemes 
with plenty of lowers which are well 
displayed. 

If hybrids aren’t your thing, who can 
look at the crystalline-white blooms of a 
well grown Sarcochilus hartmannii and 
not want to grow one of their own? Well, 
many of these are easy orchids to grow if 
you understand their few basic needs. 
Understanding the natural habitat of the 
species is important because the come 
from a wide range of areas and some are 
very sensitive to growing conditions. 
Sarcanthinae are in active growth most of 
the year. This can be seen as green roots 
tips. Light applications of fertiliser can be 
continued all year. These orchids need to 
be protected from the cold as well as low 
humidity and over bright sunlight. Just as 
important as good humidity is air 
movement. Still conditions allow fungal 
spores to settle and the thick leaves are 
very susceptible to damage. However, air 
movement lowers humidity so it is a 
balancing act to get things right. This is 
particularly important as we are threatened 
with yet another long, hot and dry summer 
this year with continuing water restrictions 
in many areas. Ponds and tubs of water in 
the bushhouse help as do foliage plants. 

Watering plants to often leaches out 
nutrients and waterlogs pots. Misting the 
floor of the growing area during the day is 
a good way to keep humidity up, but not 
many growers will have the water to spare, 
or, if they do, their conscience about the 
wastage should deter them. Try thick 
mulch that will stay damp during the day. 
Gravel is good if you are worried about 
bark mulch harbouring pests and breaking 
down to sludge. Creating a shadier, 
protected area for your more sensitive 
plants is another option. 

These plants are quite sensitive to frost 


and temperatures below freezing despite 
some species being subjected to extreme 
conditions in their natural habitat. They 
grow in protected niches and miss the 
extremes. 

Some of the epiphytic Sarcanthinae 
grow better on a live host such as citrus 
trees. Be sure to check out the surrounds 
and don’t kill the tree by tying the plant on 
with non-perishable material and 
ringbarking it! Water and fertiliser needs 
of these plants are the same as any others 
and may need special consideration to 
keep them moist. And don’t use trees that 
shed their bark or leaves! 

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii is a plant that 
needs shaded, protected conditions. It 
occurs naturally beside watercourses, 
often on steep mountainsides, in northern 
New South Wales and _ southern 
Queensland. These areas are damp at all 
times and heavily shaded, but sunlight — 
typically morning — breaks trough the 
canopy to spotlight the plants for at least a 
short time each day. There is quite a 
temperature range, just above freezing in 
winter to over 40°C in summer but the 
streams and the moss that covers the rocks 
they grow on, provide microclimates. 

Sarcochilus hartmannii is easily grown 
as it comes from harsher locations than 
many might think. The readily accessible 
plants in the wild were collected long ago 
but those that remain perch just back from 
the edge of cliff tops. This species is best 
known from the volcanic structures of the 
rim of the Mt. Warning volcano. The plants 
can be subjected to blasts of summer heat 
and chilling winter winds but they cling to 
crevices where there is protection and 
moisture. The roots may run for metres 
through the grass. These sites have perfect 
drainage and it is root rot that this species 
is most susceptible to. 

Sarcochilus ceciliae has narrow leaves 
and its appearance suggests the harsher 
climate in which it is found. This is more 
an inland plant from open eucalypt forest 
where it grows on rocky outcrops. The 
temperature range is quite wide and severe 
at times. Again the root system needs good 
drainage. 

Sarcochilus falcatus is an epiphyte of 
rainforest. Its roots run across the trunks 
and branches of moss covered trees from 
southern Queensland to Victoria. It comes 
from cool, damp and __ protected 
environments — very pleasant places to be 
in the heat of summer. It will not grow in 
pots. This makes it a more difficult subject 
to maintain with reduced water as mounted 
plants have higher water requirements. 
The challenge is for growers to find a 
structure that keep moist enough to grow 
the plant, but not so wet the roots are 
saturated and unable to get the air 
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movement. Growing appropriate mosses 
with the plants should help. There are 
many other species of Sarcanthinae but 
many are sensitive epiphytes and fare 
more difficult to cultivate. The 
Sarcanthinae species are susceptible to 
root rots if conditions in cultivation are not 
ideal. A plant might be growing strongly 
then suddenly drop its leaves and die. 
These orchids need really good drainage 


sO most growers use coarse gravel in the 


mix. Shallow plastic or terracotta pots are 
used. The roots of many of these plants are 
a much a feature as the leaves (some 
species don’t even have leaves). The roots 
like to run across the top of the media and 
invade the next pot on the bench. Mounted 
plants can have quite extensive root 
systems so allow plenty of room for growth 
when mounting. 

Along with the Sarcanthinae there will 
be a range of other native orchids in bloom 
now. Some of these are easy to grow and 
add variety to a collection as well as 
provide flowers at a quieter time. 

Of the Cymbidium species, C. madidum 
is the easiest to grow. It will tolerate a well- 
drained cymbidium mix or a dendrobium 
mix with some fine material. A large 
shallow pot is ideal but it will need to be 
hung to leave room for the pendulous 
racemes. This species comes from moister 
areas than the others — typically rainforest 
on the eastern side of the ranges between 
north-eastern New South Wales and 
northern Queensland. 

The Phauis species are swamp plants. 
They are quite tough and easy to grow 
needing moist media with plenty of humus. 

In warm weather it is important to be 
sure your plants are getting water when 
they need it. Water first thing in the 
morning or in the cool of evening to give 
the plants time to absorb it before the heat 
of the day. Keeping the evaporation rate 
lower it is amore environmentally sensible 
thing to do, and many growers won’t have 
a choice about the time or even day they 
water. Regularly check all misters are 
working if you are still using them and that 
plants haven’t grown and stop water 
reaching ones underneath them. Fertiliser 
is needed now, as this is the major growth 
time. 

Repotting is best done now. Don’t 
overpot native orchids and take care not to 
snap off new growths that will be starting 
as they are very brittle. Disinfect any tools 
and your hands or gloves between plants to 
avoid spreading viruses and other diseases. 
(Gloves protect your hands from the bark 
in media that can give them the texture of 
super coarse sandpaper!) 

Fertilise, tidy up and repot and enjoy 
any blooms you may have. | 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 


By the time you read these notes, some 
of your Cattleyas should be producing a 
few new roots. Once you see evidence of 
new root growth you may divide — repot if 
necessary. Potting medias are many. I still 
use DEBCO® bark and mix a little perlite 
(Super Coarse) at a rate of five parts bark 
(coarse) to one part perlite. Many growers 
over the last few years have used Coco 
Peat chips with great success. Others have 
added a little bark to the peat. 

Do not over fertilise this time of the 
year. You many fertilise with GROWTH® 
Blood and Bone every ten days at 3 ml per 
litre of water. Plants with mature growth 
may like a good high potassium fertiliser 
such as PETERS CAL MAG Hi K or even 
PETERS BLOSSOM BOOSTER. 

Inspect plants for scale insects. If 
present spray with ECO-OIT®. Spray 
every ten to twenty one days until the 
infestation has been cleaned up. 

With spring here, give plants a good 
soak to wash out the salts that have 
accumulated over the cool winter months. 


Oo 
Cymbidiums 

Are still displaying their wonderful 
blooms. Once plants have finished 
flowering, divide as soon as possible, so as 
plants get a good start before the hot 
weather hits us. After dividing give plants 
afew applications of a good quality rooting 
hormone. Fertilise plants with a good 
organic fertiliser such as MAJOR CARP®, 
GROWTH BLOOD & BONE® or maybe 
one of the kelp products. 

Mature plants need one or two 
applications of a good organic, then over 
to a lower nitrogen with a higher potassium 
level. Apply weekly up to the end of 
December. Start to increase irrigations. 
This will depend on day temperatures. 
During the next couple of months, weekly 
watering maybe the norm. 

Watch for insect and fungal problems. 
The most important chore is to inspect 
plants leaves for two-spotted mite damage 
or activity. If present, spray with a good 
quality miticide such as AZAMAX®, 
OMITE?® is also very popular as a miticide. 
To control black spot fungal diseases a 
preventive spray could be beneficial. 
Some fungicides that maybe used are 
CAPTAN®, MANCOZEB and ECOCARB?®. 

Now is the time to hang a few yellow 
sticky traps around in your shade house. 
These traps will let you know if there are 
any flying pesties around in your plants. 
Once you have collected your sticky traps 
full of insects, hand it to a D.PI officer for 
identification. Then you can decide on 
what you can do to control these pests- 
biological or chemical!! a 
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Phalaenopsis 


Are still in bloom and growing well. 
Make sure night temperatures are still 
above 16 degrees C. Once the nights warm 
up you can turn your heat off. 

Watch your watering. If necessary water 
every seven days. Fertilise weekly with a 
good fertiliser such as ALAN’S MERRI 
FERT or PETERS GENERAL PURPOSE. 

Watch for bacterial spot. If present spray 
with HY SAN®. Keep infected plants on 
the dry side. | 


Paphiopedilum 

A little care is necessary during spring 
as the weather can be quite variable. We 
generally have nice warm days and cool 
nights—idealconditionsforpaphiopedilums 
to begin their main growth cycle. 

Repotting was covered fairly 
comprehensively in the notes for July/ 
August, however a few points are worthy 
of repetition: 

Paphiopedilums thrive on repotting. It 
should be done every year for best results, 
no matter how happy the plant appears or 
how good the mixture looks. You can only 
see the top of it. 

Don’t overpot. Use a pot which will 
comfortably hold the roots. ‘Squat’ pots 
(height about equal to diameter) are best 
and drainage must be adequate. The base 
of the plant should be just below the 
surface of the mixture. 

‘Wobbly’ plants should be staked. 

Don’t use Osmocote. It is just great for 
most orchids but paphiopedilums will not 
grow a good root system when it is used. 

Repotting can be continued throughout 
this period — in fact, right up until about 
mid December, or later if you have 
effective cooling. 

Watering should be done as required. If 
the weather is hot and dry you may need to 
water every couple of days; if cool and 
cloudy, once a week may suffice. It is 
particularly important to water in the 
morning if you possibly can. The object is 
to keep the soil temperature up; you can’t 
achieve this if you water late in the day. 

Fertiliser should be given regularly, 
particularly toward the end of this period. 
It is not too much to water with about half 
strength fertiliser every second or third 
watering. I find it very convenient to use a 
‘Hyponex siphon mixer’, which plugs in at 
the tap end of the hose and sucks the 
concentrated fertiliser out of a 20 litre 
bucket. These are cheap and foolproof but 
they won’t work against a lot of back 
pressure; I use a ‘Gardenia’ water breaker, 
screwed well out, on the end of a 20 metre 
hose and have no trouble. 

I have always used Aquasol, 
supplemented with extra iron, a bit of 


magnesium now and then and Nitrosol 
which, apart from its value as a fertiliser, I 
believe acts as a wetting agent. Whilst I 
never really measure anything, the 
proportions are probably about: two 
teaspoons of Aquasol, one teaspoon of 
Nitrosol, a pinch of Iron Chelate and a few 
pinches of Epsom Salts all dissolved in 
about 20 litres of water. This is pretty 
weak, but I use it frequently. 

About the only pests which trouble 
paphs. are scale and mealy bug. These 
become active around early November and 
it is not a bad idea to spray the collection 
during this month as a preventive measure. 
Malascale will clean these up fairly 
effectively. If you feel really heroic, 
Supracide is very effective. Whatever you 
use, take the appropriate precautions 
otherwise you may clean up the family 
dog, or even yourself. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Water daily. Keep the root 
system moist with additional misting if 
necessary. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas and 
ascocendas need 50 to 70% shade. Terete 
and semi-terete about 30%. 

Fertiliser:—Fertilise weekly alternating 
over a four weekly period. 

Wk.J. — Inorganic high nitrogen 
(Campbells B, Aqua feed or Aquasol). 

Wk.2. — Foliar/Trace element (Wuxall 
Foliar). 

Wk.3.—As for Wk.1. 

Wk.4. — Organic (Fish Emulsion or 
Nitrosol). 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every six 
weeks with Ridomil MZ WP, Daconil, 
Mancozeb or Wettable Sulphur). 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum 
to control insect pests. | 
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Cattleyas — Laelias etc 
Large Plants & Seedlings + Flasks 
Plant + Flasking List on request 


Phone: 02 6628 6356 

Fax: 02 6628 6856 

Email: jk.heindke@bigpond.com 
= Mobile: 0417 021 789 
= 43 Davey Rd, URALBA NSW 2477 | 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 
New South Wales 
2 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Port Macquarie Orc & Brom Port Macquarie Panthers 
3 October 9.00am-5.00pm Orchids by the Sea 
4 October 9.00am-3.00pm 
3 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Wagga Wagga OS RSL Club 02 6922 6569 
4 October 10.00am-4.00pm Regional Show & Conference Dobbs Street, Wagga Wagga 02 6922 1235 
8-9 October 9.00am-9.00pm Autumn Tweed District OS Tweed City Shopping Centre 02 6677 9071 
10 October 9.00am-3.00pm Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South 
9-10 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Orchid Soc of NSW Cronulla Leagues Club 
11 October 10.00am-3.00pm Southern Orc Spectacular Captain Cook Drive, Woolaware 
10 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Albury-Wodonga District OC Mirrambeena Centre 02 6023 3379 
11 October 9.00am-3.00pm Inland Championship Ore Show 19 Martha Mews, Lavington 
17-18 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Illawarra The Old Courthouse 
Sarcanthinae Show Cliff Road, Wollongong 
18 October 9.00am-3.30pm Sarc ANOS Sydney Group Castle Glen Community Centre 02 9481 8665 
Sarcanthinae Show Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill 
22-23 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Central Coast & Lakes OS Lakeside Plaza 
24 October 9.00am-1.00pm Lakeside Plaza Show The Entrance Road, The Entrance 
22-25 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Western Suburbs 0S Strathfield Plaza 02 9718 6067 
Spring Show 11 The Boulevarde, Strathfield 
24 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Species Orc Soc of NSW Community of Christ Neighbourhood Centre 
Show and Auction 10-14 Taylor Street, West Pennant Hills 
29-31 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Northern Rivers Orc Species Soc Lismore Shopping Square 02 6624 10237 
Spring Show Lismore 
Queensland 
2 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Glasshouse Country OS Beerwah Community Hall 07 5494 2301 
3 October 9.00am-2.30pm Spring Show Peachester Road, Beerwah 
2-3 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Townsville Orchid Society Townsville Orchid Society Hall 07 4773 4208 
4 October 9.00am-4.00pm SpringShow Joe Kurwan Park, Charles Street, Kurwan 
3 October 8.30am-4.00pm Spring Redlands Orchid Society Donald Simpson Centre 07 3824 5931 
Autumn Show 172 Bloomfield Street, Cleveland 
3 October 8.00am-4.00pm Spring Hervey Bay Orchid Society Great Hall, Hervey Bay High School 07 4125 6340 
4 October 8.00am-2.30pm Spring Show Beach Road, Pialba 
8-10 October 9.00am-9.00pm Spring Gold Coast Orchid Society Pines Shopping Centre 07 5525 1668 
Spring Display KP McGrath Drive, Elanora, Gold Coast 
8-10 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Mackay & District OS Mt Pleasant/Greenfields 07 4943 0150 
Spring Show Shopping Centre 
10 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Bribie Island Orchid Society Bribie Island State High School 07 3410 1919 
11 October 9.00am-2.00pm Spring Show Student Centre 
15-17 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Pine Rivers Orchid Society Aspley Pick N Pay Hypermarket 07 5497 5027 
Spring Show Gayford Road, Aspley 
18-19 October 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Native Orc Soc of Toowoomba _— Walsh’s Garden Centre 
Sarcochilus Festival 881 Ruthven Street (South), Toowoomba 
31 October 8.00am-4.00pm Spring Beaudesert District Orc/Foliage © Canungra Community Hall 07 5543 2108 
1 November 9.00am-2.00pm Spring Show 2 Pine Street, Canungra 
Victoria : 
2 October 9.00am-9.00pm Spring Gippsland Orchid Club Midvalley Shopping Centre 03 5163 1246 
3 October 9.00am-5.30pm Club Spring Show Princes Highway, Morwell 
4 October 9.00am-4.00pm 
2 October 1.00pm-5.00pm Spring Bendigo Orchid Club Inc YMCA Leisure Centre 03 5446 1026 
3 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Browning Street 
4 October 10.00am-4.00pm Kangaroo Flat 
3 October 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Melbourne Eastern 0S Burwood Heights Uniting Church Hall 03 9807 6206 
4 October 12noon-4.30pm Spring Show cnr Burwood Highway & Blackburn Road 
East Burwood 
3 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Warrnambool District OS Warrnambool College Hall 
4 October 10.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Grafton Road, Warrnambool 
3-4 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Geelong Orchid & Indoor Plant Christchurch Hall 
‘Cooks Garden’ Cnr Moorabool & McKillop Streets, Geelong 
3 October 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Warringal Orchid Society St Sava Community Hall 03 9817 2753 
4 October 9.30am-4.30pm Spring Show 212 Diamond Creek Road, Greensborough 
3 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Ringwood Orchid Society Maroondah College Hall 
4 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Brentnail Road, Croydon 
3 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Horsham & District OS Horsham Town Hall 03 5382 5520 
3 October 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Melbourne Eastern OS Uniting Church 
10-11 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Colac Orchid Club Assembly Hall, Colac High School 
Murray Street, Colac West 
10 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring St Arnaud Orchid Society RSL Hall 
11-17 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Mornington Peninsular OS Centro Karingal Shopping Centre 
a aan em _ESpriig Show SS Karnal ee ee eee et 
17 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Yarra Valley OS Seville Hall 03 9725 7513 
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sss eee 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 

18 October 10.00am-4.00pm 25th Annual Orchid Festival Warburton Highway, Seville 

17 October 9.00am-4.30pm Spring Cobden & District OC Cobden Civic Hall 03 5598 3463 

18 October 9.30am-4.00pm Victoria Street, Cobden 

24 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Ararat Orchid Society Ararat Arts Activity Centre 03 5352 2715 

25 October 10.00am-4.00pm Barkly Street, Ararat 

31 October 9.30am-5.00pm Summer Stawell Orchid Society Halls Gap Hall 03 5358 1524 

1 November 9.30am-4.00pm Summer Show Main Street, Halls Gap 

31 October TBA Summer Mornington Peninsular OS St Pauls Church Hall 

1 November High Street, Frankston 

31 October 10.00am-5.00pm Summer Bayside Orchid Society Chisholme Institute of TAFE 03 5978 6045 

1 November 10.00am-4.00pm Summer Show 2 New Holland Drive, Cranbourne East 

7-8 November 10.00am-4.00pm Summer ANOS Geelong Group Masonic Centre 03 5278 3919 
Annual Sarcochilus Show Regent Street, Belmont, Geelong 

7-8 November 9.30am-4.00pm Summer Yarra Valley OS B&T Ferns 03 9737 9354 
Sarcochilus Show 30 Wiseman Road, Silvan 

14-15 November  10.00am-4.00pm Spring Maribyrnong OS Maribynong Community Centrre 
Sarcochilus Festival of Victoria _ Randall Street, Maribyrnong 

Tasmania 

2 October 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Launceston Orchid Society Glenara Lakes Hall 03 6330 1294 

3 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Youngtown 

4 October 9.00am-4.00pm 

8 October 1.00pm-5.00pm Spring Tasmanian Orchid Society Hobart Town Hall 03 6229 5945 

9-10 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Hobart 

11 October 9.00am-4.00pm 

9 October 2.00pm-5.00pm Spring Burnie Orchid Society Bradden Hall 03 6435 2708 

10 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Burnie Civic Centre 

11 October 9.00am-4.00pm 

New Zealand 

3-4 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Wairarapa Orchid Circle Masterton Town Hall 06 377 0828 
Spring Show 

10-11 October Show Hours Spring Wanganui Orchid Society Memorial Hall 06 344 6080 
‘Orchids for Everyone’ Show Queens Park, Wanganui 

7 November 10.00am-4.00pm Summer Hawkes Bay Orchid Society Taradale Town Hall 06 877 7013 
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extreme weather 
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Sarcochilus Show 


pate the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
alising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


5 © Kit form with written instructions and video can be shipped 
Simplicity ¢ Portability * Modular (can be lengthened to meet 


needs) ¢ No Maintenance © Strong © Economical 


ay Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 


Fax 07 3822 2307 
ealand agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 
Fax (07) 575 0661 


i 107 3207 2793 


Ph|(07) 575 0600 


Mobile (025) 271 2777 


Cnr Lee & Meeanee Roads 


Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide 
(Except Western Australia/Tasmania) 


NEW 


LISTINGS 
AVAILABLE 
NOW 


Priests Road (PO Box 96) 
Deception Bay, Brisbane, Qld 4508 
Ph (07) 3888 3637 Fax (07) 3888 5271 
Email: aranbeem@bigpond.net.au 


Nursery Open: Saturday - 9am-4pm 
Phone/Mail Orders: Mon-Sat — 9am-4pm 
Other times by appointment 
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Cymbidiums Australia 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


W3: the show season is over, (or 
will be as you read this) time for 
everyone to breathe a sigh of relief and 
relax a little, apart from all the repotting 
you’re doing? That’s certainly what 
we’re doing; now that I’m retired we 
have promised to actually catch up with 
our repotting this spring. Honestly we 
will this time! (In between the house 
extensions and gardening I’ve had on 
hold for longer than I care to remember. 
This retirement business keeps you 
busy.) 

Graham Morris of Valley Orchids 
brings us Part Five of his detailed series 
for beginners. We trust you have enjoyed 
each instalment. We certainly do as we 
don’t know what Graham’s next 
instalment is going to contain until it 
arrives prior to each issues deadline. This 
issue Graham shares his views and 
suggestions on how to be a successful 
Cymbidium grower and how to build a 
rewarding collection. 

This issue brings us a couple of winter 
show reports, one from the Cymbidium 
Orchid Club of Western Australia, with 
pictures of some very nice cymbidiums. 
Maybe it’s the distance separating the 
West Australians from the rest of us, but 
their shows seem to bring out some 
different new hybrids to those the rest of 
us see and grow. It whets the appetite for 
next year’s national Cymbidium Show in 
Western Australia, which we are sure, 
will be an outstanding event. A National 
Cymbidium Show staged in Western 
Australia has been a long held dream of 
many cymbidium enthusiasts, both in 
WA and the eastern states. With the 


Editors 


Noe Smith 


Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western 
Australia having grown its membership 
by over 100% in the last few years, the 
club is clearly ready to show us all that 
they are more than capable of staging a 
cymbidium show to remember. There is 
clearly something “going on” in WA if an 
orchid club today can double its 
membership in such a short time. Perhaps 
we can all find out how they do it while 
we are visiting the show next year? 

The Cymbidium Orchid Club of South 
Australia also has a report on their winter 
show where winners included a mix of 
well known show cymbidiums and some 
attractive new hybrids. Peter Hall brings 
us a short report supported by pictures 
featuring anumber of quality cymbidiums 
exhibited in the show. 

In another contribution, Peter Hall 
from South Australia gives us an 
overview of how he and wife Jeanne 
grow their cymbidiums and some of the 
organic fertilisers they use. 

In response to some comments from 
the previous AOR issue Rob Smith, on 
behalf of the ACS, explains the judging 
process applying to the annual SAGE 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 
competition. 

The National Cymbidium Show held 
at Springvale, Victoria would have been 
staged and the winners decided before 
you receive this issue. A full report on 
Australia’s major cymbidium event will 
appear with plenty of photographs in the 
next AOR. 

Until then, good health and good 
growing. a 


Rob & Noe Smith 


Rob Smith 


CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 7.30 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Road, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
President, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 943 
Acting Secretary, Alice Lang, 
Phone: (08) 9257 1056 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Glenda Coutts, 
Phone: (03) 9727 4849 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 
(The CCA is not affiliated with ACS) 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 


Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 


Email: 
b F President, Geoff LeMarne, 
aussiecyms @internode.on.net Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


a Z : 
a . Web: www.ccansw.com.au 
a 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel/Fax: (03) 5986 1121 
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Cymbidiums through the Looking Glass 
— COCWA 2009 Winter Show 


Text and photographs by Carl Slusarczyk 


nfortunately Western Australia’s two 

AFL football teams are languishing at 
the foot of the premiership table and so, 
due to our show coinciding with the cross 
town derby, the public had the choice of 
marvelling at the beauty of nature or 
witnessing a train crash. Surprisingly, less 
than 40,000 people attended our show but 
good numbers nevertheless. 

With planning under way for the 2010 
National Show in Western Australia the 
club has sought to engender enthusiasm 
amongst our members and also to 
strengthen relationships with our 


cymbidium growing friends throughout 


A 


Cym. (Margaret Thatcher x Valley 
Klim) 

This plant exhibited by Phil Taylor had 
four inflorescences and won Champion 
Large Standard and Grand Champion of 
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the state. Additionally we have encouraged 
our newer members to put their best foot 
forward, so far with promising results. An 
early test of the success of these efforts 
was our 2009 Winter Show, once again 
held in the grounds of Ezi-Gro Orchids. 
In keeping with the traditions of the 
National Show members were this year 
challenged to exhibit their plants in 
personal displays. A number were created 
commonly utilising artistically arranged 
frames and mirrors. The display by Ross 
and Alice Lang featured a smiling doll 
gazing “Through the Looking Glass, and 
What Alice Found There” was a lovely 


the show. Bred by Valley Orchids, it had 
strong colour and also an eye catching 
translucent glow which caused it to stand 
out from all those around. This effect 
probably comes from its Culpaulin 
‘Masterpiece’ ancestry which contributes 
fifty percent of the genes. The Culpaulin 


garden of flowers. Winners of the award 
for best display were Phil Taylor and 
Gillian Marsh with Club President Helen 
Stretch and her husband Stewart close 
behind. An open entry massed display was 
also constructed to maximise the number 
of flowers and exhibitors. Kevin Butler 
provided the inspiration and many of the 
plants for this display which featured 
Humpty Dumpty and a large game of 
orchid chess. 

The featured plants for this report were 
not all prize winners but they were 
interesting plants to me and hopefully to 
you as well. 


grex was registered by Wondabah Orchids 
in 1978 and has both normal and pure 
colour varieties. Cym. Culpaulin is also 
one parent of Cym. Kulnura Snow ‘St Ives’ 
and a parent and grandparent (75%) of 
Cym. Baltic Glacier ‘Mint Ice’ which were 
also at the show. 
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Cym. Lucky Gloria ‘Fukunokami’ 


This was the Champion Intermediate and Reserve 
Champion of the show for John and Deirdre Oliver. The 
grex was registered by Kawano Mericlone Corporation 
and Kevin Butler imported this cultivar from Japan after 
seeing it on one of his trips to visit the Tokyo Dome show. 
Fuku-no-kami translates as the Shinto ‘God of Fortune’. 
Enormous progress and pleasure can be obtained when 
the best plants from around the world are available to 
introduce into breeding programs and collections. The 
Japanese were fortunate to have our Valley Flower and 
Sensation to produce this cultivar and now their good 
fortune is ours as well. 


Cym. Joy Raye ‘Future Dream’ 
Gillian Marsh was the winner of the Champion Miniature 
with this Ezi-Gro Orchids mericlone. It arises from the 


Geyserland-Andrew Easton mating of Showoff and Cherry 
Cola. 


Cym. Darch Valley ‘Pink Cheeks’ 

One look at the markings on this Ezi-Gro Orchids bred 
Cym. (Valley Bay x Dutchman’s Delight) seedling would 
make you think that it had Cym. Valley Splash ancestry. 
Comparing the family trees of the two lines however 
shows that they have very little in common. Growers of 
seedlings will generally report that this type of reddish 
frosting is not uncommon and mostly the ruin of an 
otherwise good flower. Sometimes you get lucky, 
especially when the colours are bright. 
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Cym. (Vive x Golden Celebration) 


Helen and Stewart Stretch had this Ezi-Gro Orchids bred 
seedling in their attractive display. Not a plant to win prize 
money but maybe some from the florist instead. The two tone 
effect comes from Golden Celebration ‘Pink Tinges’ which 
has produced a good percentage of interestingly marked and 
coloured seedlings. 


Cym. Valley Song ‘Maureen’ 


It was a pleasant surprise to see this multiple show 
winning plant on display. Originally awarded an HCC/ 
AOC to Valley Orchids in 1975 from a cross made by 
Dr R. Vandyke, it was hard to beat in its day. Some 
characteristics of Cymbidium erythrostylum are 
obvious coming through Cym. Early Bird to Cym. 
Stanley Fouraker. Unfortunately the line ended here as 
it is a triploid. 


Poa 


Cym. Kulnura Snow ‘St. Ives? 


This pristine white pure colour mericlone was really pretty. Some 
people are not drawn to this type of flower as they feel the lack of 
any contrasting colour makes them appear bland. In pure colours 
however the absence of red pigment anywhere in the plant also 
produces very clear bright green colouring in the spike and pedicels 
which to me at least is an additional highlight. 
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Cym. Darch Dots ‘Dazzler’ 


Nurserymen are always looking for something different 
to tempt the purchaser. Spots, stripes and full red labellums 
have become popular and are no longer so scarce. Bigger 
spots are now an object of desire in the quest for further 
variety. Fortunately this plant has it all and also an AD/ 
COCWA for Ezi-Gro Orchids. If only we could get ‘Dazzler’ 
to produce a petal peloric mutation. 


Cym. Darch Hero ‘Loren’ 


Ezi-Gro Orchids owned and bred this shapely Cym. 
(Doctor Stanley Parkinson x Kirby Lesh) plant. 


Cym. Darch Dots ‘Wild Leopard’ 


This is a sibling of ‘Dazzler’. There is a substantial 
variation of patterning in this cross and base colours 
range from green through yellow to brown. Kevin Butler 
should be justifiably proud as the two Darch Dots shown 
here combined with other siblings to give him an Award 
of Quality for his mating of Hot ‘n’ Spicy crossed with 
Pywacket. Pictures of other cultivars from this cross can 
be seen in back issues of the AOR in the reports from the 
last two COCWA Winter shows. , 
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Cym. Owzat 

Since I include a picture you should be 
able to decide for yourself! Unfortunately 
it is difficult to accurately reproduce the 
colour of these very dark red flowers 
especially when indoors using flash 


lighting. So maybe it isn’t as easy as you 


might think. I sometimes pity the video 
referee. The colour shown here is fairly 
close which I think arises from a degree of 
photographic under-exposure created by 
accident due to the pale, background. If 
your camera will allow it you can 
experiment with different exposures and 


Cym. (Valley Winter x Tracey Reddaway) 


World Wide SPECIES 
ORCHIDS Mail Order 


Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 


Burleigh Park Orchid 


Nursery 

54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 
4815. Ph/Fax 0747 740 008 

Lists by mail or email: 

ian@speciesorchids.com 
www .speciesorchids.com 

Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 

Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 

Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


AOR 013 
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This intermediate seedling was bred by Valley Orchids and 
exhibited by Phil Taylor. Its colour was very unusual. Just as 
Julia’s Rose created interest amongst rose fanciers the prospect 
of new colour shades is enticing to us as well. When line 
breeding for colour however one variable at least is fixed and 
so the chance of a successful outcome is increased. 


see what gives the best results. Cym. 
Owzat was originally made by Deane 
Mills but this plant is from a remake, 
which is the sincerest form of flattery! 


YMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Cym. Khan Wall ‘Brown Tart’ 

Ezi-Gro Orchids entered this seedling from 
Cym. (Khan Flame x Cinnamon Wall). Once 
again an unusually coloured flower, this time 
with a prominent labellum necessary to add 
impact in its colour range. 


| 
| 
Cym. Fairy Floss ‘Pink Show’ 

Another Ezi-Gro Orchids entry, which would have provided 
nostalgic pleasure to long time exhibitors as the single spike of 
perfectly placed well conformed pastel pink standard sized flowers 
was exactly the type to win shows and awards when we were young. 
Depending on how old you are it would either have been an HCC, 
AM or FCC. Right now however it only got second in its class, so we 
have come a long way. 

Carl Slusarczyk 
Mt. Lawley, 
Western Australia 
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ry the Winter Show at Munno Para 
i Shopping Centre (held 11-18 July 
2009) is the show that I enjoy the most 
even though it is a little early to have a lot 
of plants in flower. The shopping complex 
Owners are extremely generous to COCSA; 
they give us a sizable donation plus supply 
large posters and advertise in the print 
media which is very expensive. They also 
supply gourmet sandwiches and cake to 
feed all of us during our set up. The 
managementand staff bend over backwards 
to help us make the show a success for 
everybody. 

We had ten good sized displays and Ray 
Brady, as usual, had two displays with a 
theme. They looked great! Murray Weston 
won Grand Champion of the show with 
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by Peter Hall 


Cym. Artistic Impression ‘Snow Drop’, a 
miniature white/cream, grown in an 8” pot 
with pine bark chips. I didn’t hear any 
complaints about the choice of this plant as 
Grand Champion, a well deserved win. 
The plant was grown and shown by Murray 
Weston and when I congratulated him on 
his win he said that it was his first Grand 
Champion. The plant won champion of 
Open Division and Grand Champion — 
Winter Show 2009. Murray was very 
pleased because during the extremely hot 
weather earlier in the year, most of his 
plants got well and truly cooked. Wayne 
Baylis, Ray O’ Donoghue and I were better 
off during the hot weather because two 
summers ago we installed foggers in our 
shade houses. The foggers are placed at 


800mm intervals and I used mine on a 
timer that was set to run for 3 minutes 
every hour and I did not get any burn. 
Jeanne and I were lucky as we won 
Champion of First Division. It is our first 
year in First Division. We are having our 
best flowering season since we started 
growing orchids just five years ago. 
Champion of First Division was 
Cymbidium Coraki Gold ‘Kimberley’, a 
large standard yellow grown by Peter and 
Jeanne Hall. Champion Second Division 
was Cymbidium Tea Tree ‘Boundless’ an 
“other colour” intermediate, grown by 
John Moon. 4 
Peter Hall, 
Glenelg, South Australia 
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Above: Cym. [(Valley Royale x Cloris 
Jean) x President Gorbachev], 
Ben Knobben 


Left: Cym. Blazing Fury ‘Deep Throat’, 
Moss & Rosemary Bray 
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Below: Cym. Khan Flame ‘Lucifer’, Cummings Orchids 
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Right: Cym. Marilyn Levy ‘Katie’, 
Elmore & Pam Leske 


Left: Cym. (Sarah Jean x Owzat), 
Malcolm & Gay Hall 
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Cym. Tea Tree ‘Boundless’, 
John Moon 


Cym. (Winter Wonder x White Valley), 
Moss & Rosemary Bray 
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1265 Western Port Hwy. Langwarrin. Vic. 3910 


Introducing... 


Cym. Memoria Merv Dunn 
‘Golden’ 


Many years ago our breeding program created 
4 numerous crosses between albinos and standard 
| colours to create a large pool of potential parents 
that would produce improved albino clones. 
| We are now flowering the first of those crosses, 
4 some of which produced albinos. 
For those who are seeking productive, compact growing albino stocks we will continue to breed many 
more in all colours for all flowering seasons. Numerous seedpods are setting at this time. 


Another characteristic that we introduced into our Cymbidium breeding program years ago was to 
create parents of all colours that would produce 2 spikes per bulb on their first flowering and we now 
have them in increasing numbers. 


Our standard colour breeding program will continue as usual and 2009 has provided us with some 
superb new stud plants — again some with 2 spikes per bulb. 


Because of our nursery expansion program, and damage to our stock during summer, we need to 
retain more of our current flask material than usual hence some items will be in short supply. 


: We are changing ISP’s as of 1S November. Our new Web Site will 
include downloadable, printable catalogues in PDF format, and, we will be adding new photos as they 
become available. We may be “off the air” for a few hours on 1St Nov. Our new Email address will be 
available from our new Web site. 


Visit our Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au which is in the process of being 
updated and expanded. Email us at: See new web site for new email address 


For directions to our Nursery see: Melway’s Map: 136 G-3 
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Cym. Without Peer ‘Soft Touch’, 
Graham & Maureen Hazeldine 


s Miriam Ann 
Orchids 


Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 


We carry a full range of pest and 
disease control chemicals suitable 
for use on orchids. 

The home of Merri Fert and Merri Cote. 
We also carry a full range of Port Pots, 
Debco Bark, Potting Media and all you 
require for your orchids. 

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
RELEASE OF 
Alan’s Fertiliser Handbook 
2nd edition now available $22 + p&p 
Alan’s Pest & Disease Handbook still available 
for $16.50 +p&p. 

@ Plants, seedlings of most genera in stock. 


© Nursery open most weekends or by 
appointment. 
© Closed last weekend of the month. 


Please ring before coming 


Ph: 02 4739 5141 


Fax: 02 4749 8090 Mobile: 0439 514141 
Email: mirannorchids @pnc.com.au 


MASTERCARD AND VISA WELCOME 


Cymbidium Serhan’s Passion 


‘Marion’ FCC/AOC 


noted in the last issue of the AOR 

George Serhan’s comments and 
questions regarding the judging of his 
Cymbidium Serhan’s Passion and _ the 
judging process in the ACS SAGE 
Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 
Competition. So I’m responding to 
George’s obvious concerns on behalf of 
the Australian Cymbidium Society (ACS) 
and the delegates/judges who decided on 
that year’s winner. 

George asked the question, is the SAGE 
competition a photographic competition 
with the prize going to the best photograph, 
not the best plant? The 
answer is not that simple so I 
have provided the following 
explanation. 

Because the competition is 
open to all cymbidium 
seedlings shown around 
Australia by members of 
ACS affiliated cymbidium 
clubs during the year, the 
only way for all plants to be 
compared against each other 
is for photographs of the 
plants and flowers to be 
viewed, accompanied by 
verbal descriptions of the 
plant from state delegates. 

In the case of the plant in 
question - the problem wasn’t 
one of poor quality 
photographs being submitted, 
but was the fact that a number 
of flower faults and some flower damage 
were evident on the flowers chosen to be 
photographed and submitted _ for 
consideration. The dilemma facing the 
judges viewing the submitted slides on the 
day was that their decision could only be 
based on those slides and those slides 
would be the ones published in the AOR to 
represent the plant. Unfortunately this is 
one of the shortcomings of a competition 
such as the SAGE, but given the difficulties 
of finding a judging system for a 
competition covering plants from as far 
afield as Perth to Sydney, the system 
developed based on photographs and 
descriptions, is probably the best that 
could be devised. 

George also referred to the fact that his 
plant was awarded a First Class Certificate 
from the Australian Orchid Council (and 
the OSNSW judging panel) and the plant 
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by Rob Smith 


that won was not awarded, perhaps 
thinking that an awarded plant should 
naturally beat a not awarded one.(?) 
Perhaps the owner of the winning plant 
had not wanted to have their plant judged 
for an award, or had not been approached 
by judges when it was shown, or any 
number of other possible scenarios? The 
fact that a plant does not have an award 
does not necessarily make it an inferior to 
a plant which has one. 

If awards were to be the criteria for 
judging the Sage, then we need not bother 
with the whole process, we could just ask 


for a list of awards for the year and give the 
prize to the highest award, plant unseen. 
Different judging panels in different places 
and from different organisations may 
judge a plant differently too. (Note Gordon 
Giles’ observations on judging, also 
published in the last issue of the AOR.) 
George’s plant received an FCC from the 
OSNSW-AOC judges who saw it on the 
day, another panel may not have given it 
the same award, but who’s to know? So it 
can’t simply be a situation where the 
highest awarded plant automatically wins. 

The judging process for the Sage was 
developed and agreed upon by the first 
ACS delegates and their member state 
clubs, New South Wales, South Australia 
and Victoria. Since 1995 every state had 
accepted the format as adopted, though 
that does not mean that everyone always 
agreed with the decisions made. When 


does that ever happen at a show or award 
judging? But by and large the format has 
worked well. 

Itis no easy job for the delegates charged 
with judging the competition either, they 
know the difficulties they are working 
under, they have the unenviable job of 
judging plants based on photographs when 
other people have seen the plant in real life 
and in cases such as this one where an FCC 
awarded plant is involved they would be 
aware that expectations will be high. The 
judges do not know the owners or 
hybridisers name when considering the 
entries and judge the plants 
shown on what is before 
them, disregarding awards or 
reputations etcetera. When 
the photographs of George’s 
plant were shown there was 
considerable discussion by 
all delegates judging the 
SAGE prior to their voting on 
that class, largely due to the 
fact that there was much to 
like about the plant and 
flowers, despite the problems 
seen in the pictures. All 
accounts I have heard indicate 
that all subsequent flowerings 
of the plant have been clean, 
which is good news as it is a 
very attractive — quality 
Cymbidium which George is 
obviously proud to own and 
rightly so. 

George suggested that South Australia 
and Victoria didn’t vote for his plant, 
which I’m guessing must be based on an 
assumption made by someone else and 
told to him, as all votes are secret and 
counted without identities being known. 
All anyone present knows is the scores, not 
who voted for which plant or what points 
they gave it. The voting system is that 
judges record a first, second and third vote 
allocated to the four plants in a particular 
category, 3 points go to a first position, two 
points for second and one point for third. 
The only information the persons tallying 
the votes see is pieces of paper with points 
for each plant on them, nothing to identify 
the voter. All 4 plants will have a total 
number of points tallied and the highest 
points score wins. Therefore it is not 
possible to say that a particular judge or 
judges determined an outcome. For 
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example a plant which got a lot of second places may end up with 
the highest total over a plant which got a couple of firsts and then 
only thirds and fourths. Also there is another state involved, 
Western Australia is an ACS member and votes in the competition. 
If the implication is that South Australia and Victoria conspired 
to ensure that George’s plant did not win, the voting system makes 
that all but impossible. 

Over the eleven years that the CCA (NSW) was involved in the 
SAGE competition, a NSW entry won on three occasions, which 
is a fair return with four states involved and would indicate that 
plants are judged on their merits and as fairly as possible. 

While whatever prestige and the prize money associated with 
the Sage encourages member clubs and growers to be involved, 


Willunga Royal ‘Orange Delight’ 
2009 COLOUR CATALOGUE 


SPRINGFIELD ORCHIDS 
32 Lyndhurst Road Kalamunda WA 6076 
Ph: (08) 9293 3196 Email: nado@iinet.net.au 


Please email or write for your copy 
Prop. Nado Lenkic 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg_ units. 

Periodic feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 
NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, 


Beresford Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank 
Slattery Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies 


Pe 


IN COMMUNITY POTS 


the purpose of the SAGE competition was and is to promote and 
raise awareness of the cymbidium hybridising being done, 
particularly in Australia. Hybridising and the growing and 
flowering of seedlings are the life blood and the future of our 
hobby and industry. With around 300 new seedlings being 
showcased over the past 13 years and over 90% of them being 
from Australian breeding lines I believe the SAGE competition 
has done its job well and I applaud the original delegates Bo 
came up with the concept back in 1995. 
Rob smith 
ACS Secretary 
Email: rob_smith @internode.on.net 


ndulous/ 
dim 


$3.30 per plant 


Gym. Touchstone ‘Janis’ 4N 


Fei geO 


(02) 6241 7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. 

QLD: Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & AT. Orders of $120 Small orders add 
Searle (07) 5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies or more sent $10 for freight 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. i 4 

NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. Freight Free. Ore wDasS and packaging. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 


3 5 Blacktriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 8 
a Telephone (02) 9725 2544 — Fax: (02) 9604 7768 S 
Q PO. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. lie 
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76 EVANDALE ROAD, DARCH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6065 
Tel: (08) 9343 2761 or 1800 999 707 Fax: (08) 9309 3182 E-mail: ezi-gro@iinet.com.au 


Home page: www.ezi-gro.com.au 
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Cymbidium Orchids for Beginners — 
in Six easy lessons — part 5 


Text and pictures by Graham Morris 


12. Growing for Success 


What is success when it comes to 
growing a cymbidium? 

For an inexperienced grower, it could be 
just getting plants to flower. 

A more experienced grower might 
consider success, to be getting better 
results than previously. 

An orchid club member might wish to 
win prizes at shows and meetings. 

Whatever your expectations, success 
will probably be in getting your plants to 
perform at their best, and produce lots of 
high quality flowers. Lots of flowers, is 
success. Plants which do not flower are 
disappointing. Different plants perform 
differently. Some grow and flower easily, 
others are more difficult. One needs to get 
to know what their plants are capable of 
producing, to be able to judge their 
performance. It takes time to get the 
experience, to be able to evaluate them. Be 
patient, but observant and ask other, more 
experienced lots of questions. 

Generally, a grower must provide good 
growing conditions to succeed. Neglected 
or abused plants flower poorly, or not at 
all. 

It is really simple to succeed 

Grow plants which are of a quality to 
meet your expectations. Continually 
cull and upgrade if you wish to improve. 
In the 3 months or so after flowering, 
ensure all plants are in good condition 
(repot if necessary), water regularly, and 
fertilise with a balanced fertiliser 
regularly. Liquid fertiliser is good, as is 
organic fertiliser such as Seamungus. 
Slow release fertilisers such as Osmacote 
or similar work well, if one does not 
have the time to spend to apply fertiliser 
often. Try to provide a temperature drop 
overnight. This assists the initiation of 
flower spikes. 

Flower spikes are likely to appear, early 
in the New Year. From that time fertilise 
with blossom booster type fertiliser 
(higher potassium). Water very regularly 
and try to cool plants in times of extreme 
heat. Identify the plants which have 
flower spikes, and initiate a pest and 
disease prevention program to ensure 
the new flower spikes are not damaged. 
Start training the flower spikes, so they 
look good when in full flower. 

Simple, isn’t it, but it takes time and 
planning to ensure your cymbidium is 
happy, and wants to flower. The more you 
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understand the needs of your plant, and 
provide the conditions needed, the more 
likely you are to have a good flowering the 
following year. The harder you work at 
looking after your plants, the luckier you 
will be. 


13. Where plants come from 
A new plant can be sourced in the 

following ways 
* A piece of a species orchid. A pure 
species orchid is found growing wild, in 
a jungle or similar (refer section 3, part 
2). 
A seedling, is grown from a seed, 
produced by hybridising two different 
plants/flowers. A seedling shares some 
of the characteristics of both of its 
parents. Each seedling is different to all 
of its siblings, similar to human brothers 
and sisters, from one set of parents 
(refer section 3, part 2). 
When a seedling finishes its first 
flowering season, it graduates to being a 
cultivar (or variety). It might be given a 
registered name (refer section 4, part 2), 
or it night just be known by its parents 
names, for example, Cym. (Valley 
Winter x President Gorbachev). 
¢ A division, is a plant produced from 
breaking a larger plant into 2 or more 
pieces (refer section 10, part 4). 
A back bulb propagation. This is a 
leafless bulb, removed from a large 
plant (with all roots cut off), when 
dividing it. A backbulb when removed 
and potted on may produce side growths, 
which grow into green bulbs, and may 
flower in 2 years from removal from the 
mother plant. 

* Americlone is a tissue-cultured replica 
of a particular plant. Mericlones of this 
plant should all be identical (refer 
section 3, part 2). 

Most plants in modern collections consist 
mainly of mericlones and seedlings. 


14. Sourcing new plants 


Plants which are better than plants 
currently being grown are continually 
being developed and released. If one 
wishes to grow the best available, constant 
culling of lesser performers and 
procurement of new varieties is necessary. 
Where to purchase the new varieties, can 
bea problem for all. The following sources 
are common: 
¢ Inheriting or being given plants from a 


relative or friend. 

Purchasing a plant from a_ general 

nursery, or garden centre. 

¢ From an Orchid Club/Society trading 
table. 

¢ From a member of an Orchid Club/ 
Society. 

¢ Mail order (including eBay). 

From a specialty Orchid Nursery. 

Your own breeding program 

I will comment on the merits or 

otherwise of plants from the above sources. 

Good and bad plants are available from 

everywhere, so be wary. Additionally, 

there are good and bad people at every 
level. Try to assess the knowledge and 
honesty of the person supplying the plant. 

a. From a relative or friend. 

If this person is knowledgeable about 
orchids, it can be a good source. 
However, many plants are very old and 
tired. They may have been neglected at 
some time and most importantly, may 
have been grown under poor hygiene 
conditions. Plants with virus are 
abundant in old collections, or 
collections grown by people without the 
knowledge of virus prevention. There 
can some good plants in these 
collections, but be wary. 

b. General Nursery or Supermarket. 
Plants from this source can vary in 
quality greatly. It depends very much on 
where the nursery purchases their 
plants, how fresh they are, and the 
knowledge of the nursery attendant. 
Knowing what a healthy plant looks like 
and the knowledge of plant names is a 
huge advantage. I have seen nurseries, 
where all the cymbidiums look terrible, 
even when newly delivered. They 
obviously come from a poor grower and 
are not worth buying. If they have been 
in the nursery for too long, they can 
deteriorate, and take a long time to 
recover. Plants from other nurseries, 
supplied by a specialist grower, can be a 
good investment. If you are a showbench 
grower, select your varieties carefully. 
Some good pot plant varieties, while 
easy to grow and flower, will have 
difficulty impressing judges at a show. 
Some good showbench varieties make 
their way to general nurseries and 
should be considered. Some nursery 
assistants have absolutely no knowledge 
of cymbidium growing. If they are 
honest, fine, but be careful of the used 
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Above: Cymbidium Valley Olympic. Cymbidiums such as this 


can result from long term hybridising programs. 


Cc. 


d. 


car, salesman type. In summary, many 
general nursery cymbidiums are great, 
but be careful. 

Orchid Club sales. 

Most plants from this area are good. 
Most clubs will remove inferior plants 
from their sales tables. Quality can still 
be variable, and the very best new 
varieties, rarely make it to a trading 
table. Some clubs sell recently divided 
plants, often bare rooted. They are 
often relatively cheap, but should only 
be purchased if one has the knowledge 
to pot the plant, and nurture it to 
flowering size. Many plants like this, 
sold to newcomers, sadly perish. 
From an Orchid Club member. 
This is a good way to get good, 
relatively new, well tested varieties. If 
you see something which you like at a 
show, or meeting, ask the owner if they 
have a piece to spare, or where they 
purchased it. If unavailable, suggest 
that when it is divided, you would like 
to acquire a piece. Get them to put a 
label in the plants pot, with your 
contact details. Sometimes, the club 
newsletter will have a wanted and for 
sale section. Use it to get new varieties. 


started. Training courses are 
available, and most orchid 
growers can often access a 
computer, owned by a 
relative or friend (often a 
child), who is usually only 
too happy to assist in getting 
computer trained. My 83 
year old mother in law, only 
recently started using a 
computer, and the internet, 
and it has changed her life. 
If she can do it, so can you. 
Be careful in dealing 
with mail order nurseries. 
Again, there are good ones, 
bad ones and very bad ones. 
Check them out before sending money 
to them, or giving credit card details. 
A couple of other things to watch for. 
1. Check the size plants are 
supplied. Many plants supplied, 
are much smaller than what they 
advertise. eBay is good in that the 
buyer can report bad transactions, 
and sellers always want good 
feedback. A potential buyer can 
easily view the feedback. 
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2. Check where the nursery sourced 
the material to propagate the plants 
they are selling. A common practice 
is to sell plants derived from clones, 
not from the original mother plant 
(refer section 3, part 2, mericlones 
and pirating). Plants grown from 
pirated tissue in the flask are much 
more likely to be poor quality 
(different, as they may have 
mutated), than those originating 
from the genuine mother plant 
(often called primary mericlones). 
Ask the seller if he used an original 
piece of the mother plant to produce 
his mericlones. Also ask other 
experienced growers, who has dealt 
with this seller, whether they 
practice pirating tissue practices. 
Consider not buying plants derived 
from pirating or from known “plant 
pirates’’. It hurts the whole industry 
and restricts the availability of new 
and superior varieties. 


f. Specialty Orchid Nursery. 


Most nurseries which have operated 
foralongtime,are very knowledgeable, 
and good to deal with. The fact that 
they are still operating, means that they 
must be doing things well. Knowledge 
and honesty is extremely important. 
Also important is the quality of the 
plant material in the nursery, often 
collected over a very long period. 
Many of these nurseries have a good 
and comprehensive _ hybridising 
program, which is worth tapping into. 
Visit these nurseries regularly, and 
check the stock on hand. Many first 
flowering seedlings are made available, 
and are eagerly sought by 
knowledgeable hobbyists. It is 
common for a nursery to flower 
hundreds of a particular seedling, and 
keep only ahandful of the best varieties. 


e. Mail Order. It can be difficult for the nursery 
Theres parce many, small (often operator, to choose the best varieties to 
backyarders) nurseries, —_ offering retain. Many seedlings released, might 


cymbidiums for sale. There are also 
large, full time nurseries which have 
been established for a long time. Many 
have an internet web site, where they 
can make photos and information 
about their plants available. eBay is 
now:a huge source of cymbidiums of 
all sizes. Access to a computer and the 
Internet opens up a huge market. 
Unfortunately, if one is not computer 
and internet competent, you will miss 
lots of opportunities to get access to 
plants, only offered through this 
medium. If you cannot operate a 


Above: Cymbidium Valley Zenith ‘Green Orb’. 


just flower better on subsequent 
flowerings, perhaps even better than 
those retained at the nursery. Regular 
visits to these nurseries can be rewarded 
with access to special offers and the 
release of new _ varieties. Many 
nurseries support Orchid Clubs and are 
regularly scrutinised by their members. 
Ask members of these clubs. They will 
tell you whether a nursery is worth 
visiting and purchasing plants from. 
They might also tell you which 
nurseries to avoid! 


. Your own breeding program. 


The Valley Zenith cross was made by Valley 
Orchids and various cultivars from the cross 
have proven successful parents in many newer 
hybrids. 


computer, or are unsure of the internet, 
consider learning about it. It is not 
really hard. The hardest part is getting 


It amazes me regularly, when relative 
newcomers to orchid growing, embark 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2009 59 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


on their own hybridising program. The 
chances of being more successful than 
the long term professionals in this 
field, is low. Many newcomers select 
second rate parent plants, and search 
for plants to mate them with, from 
other club members. They seem to 
ignore the likelihood, that the population 
of plants, they create, will be inferior to 
those they could have obtained from 
established breeders, when they flower, 
four or more years after doing the 
hybridising. Be very wary of relying on 
your own hybridising program to 
improve your collection. You will 
probably need to grow, at least 50 of 
each mating, to just have a laboratory 
sow the seed pod for you. Small numbers 
of plants produced by a laboratory are 
relatively expensive. You might just be 
able to purchase better bred seedlings, 
in flask, from a professional nursery, 
cheaper than the small production run 
costs, you incur with your own breeding. 
If you must, grow some plants from 
your own hybridising program, but be 
very selective and only use the very best 
parent plants available. Consider not Above: A well-planned and well-grown cymbidium collection can provide a grower with the quality 


putting all your eggs in the same basket, pian necessapyiortal) impressive display, like this one exhibited at a Cymbidium Orchid Club of 
and grow even more plants from a 
successful, professional, _ breeding 
program. || 
Graham Morris 
Valley Orchids, South Australia. 
www.valleyorchids.com.au 
Email: graham@valleyorchids.com.au 


OrchidMate 


Australia’s Premium Quality 
Orchid Potting Medium 


Now available from 


llector’s 
mer sy 


810 Springvale Road, 
Keysborough, VIC 3173 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn, NSW. 2472 
Phone: 02 6682 2635 Fax: 02 6682 2605 
Email: sales@easyorchids,com 


www.easyorchids.com 


Above: Cymbidium (Valley Oracle x Valley Zenith) Combining the proven Valley Zenith 
with another of our quality large greens produced this attractive large flower type. 
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Alternative Fertilisers for Cymbidiums 


W: don’t grow our plants in optimal 
conditions because like most 


growers we have too many plants that are 
somewhat crowded. There is a 180cm tall 
metal fence on two sides and a garage on 
another and we do not get a lot of winter 
sun because of the garage, trees and shrubs. 
I am quite pleased with the flowering and 
I will attempt to describe how I grow them. 
I grow my plants in 6”, 7” and 8“ pots with 
60% coco husk chips (medium grade), 
35% pine bark chips (medium to small) 
and 5% perlite. I also add OF10 Ferbon 
Bio Humate (deactivated carbon — 
inoculated with beneficial microbes at a 
rate of no more than 5% of the total mix 
and canunda shell. I use the following 


organic based fertilisers and soil 
conditioners. 

Ferbon Bio Humate OF 10 

¢ Activated carton — inoculated with 


beneficial microbes 

Contains high concentrations of humic 
and fulvic acids in slow release forms 
Helps restore balance to plant growing 
medium with high buffering capacity to 
pH, sodium and excessive minerals 
Provides extra sites for stabilizing 
nutrients and moisture, with reduced 
leaching of nutrients 

Valuable food source for 
organisms 

Long lasting 2 4% years to fully degrade 
Low in salinity and chlorides unlike 
synthetic fertilisers. 


Shuttle Seven 

Acomplete coverage in chelated form of 
7 major and 7 micro elements 
Sequesters, chelates and delivers more 
nutrients than previously possible 
Shuttle chelation — nano technology, 
smallest particle size 

High concentration of 14 elements, 
along with fulvic acid 

Supplies background nutrition to 
eliminate antagonism of elements which 
may be in excess 


micro 


e Including: iron, manganese, zinc, 
copper, boron, molybdenum, cobalt, 
silicon, nitrogen, potassium, silica, 
magnesium, calcium, sulphur and 
carbon. 

Calcium Shuttle 


¢ Considered ‘Trucker of all Minerals’ — 
adequate calcium helps to increase the 
uptake of all minerals 

Calcium — main constituent of cell walls 
and membranes 


by Peter Hall 


Essential for all division and elongation; 
therefore it is required throughout every 
step of plant growth 

Calcium has a huge impact on quality of 
and longevity of flowers and disease 
resistance 

Calcium plays a huge role in building 
“brix’ (sugar) levels 

Calcium shuttle contains a full suite of 
background nutrients along with extra 
calcium. 


Triple Ten 


NPK 

10 10 10 

¢ Triple Ten contains: Hot — Mix NPK, 
Triacontanal, Humic Acid, Fulvic Acid, 
Kelp, Fish, Vermicast liquid, Amino 
Acids 

Provides healthy, vigorous growth and 
early maturity. 

Improves root structure and better colour 
Increased longevity and better flower 
count 

Supplies broad-spectrum nutrition and 
balanced growth, supplies tremendous 
energy boost to plants. 


Humic Acid 

Forms organo-clay complexes 

Assists buffering in alkaline conditions 
Valuable food source — micro organisms 
Reduces volatility of ammonia gas ~ 
60% (urea) 
Chelates trace 
leaching loss. 


Fulvic Acid 

¢ Improves root/shoot development 

¢ Helps resist pest attack 

¢ Metal chelation and 
physiology 

¢ Improves protein metabolism, enzyme 


elements reducing 


nutritional 


buffering 
¢ Detoxifies and scavenges heavy metals 
¢ Increased growth. 


OF29 Silico-Sulfonate 

¢ Liquid potassium silicate 

Cell strengthener, colour enhancer 

Aids the chloroplasts in photosynthesis 
Improves plant growth 

Enhances reproduction by improving 
pollination and increasing pollen fertility 
Produces an amour-like resilient layer in 
the outer cell walls resulting in reduced 
lodging, less fungal colonization 
Reduces transpiration during heat stress 
Aids resistance to frost damage. 


Myco-Tea - Beneficial Micro Organisms 
¢ Ideal for potting mediums 

Task-force of soil, potting medium 
friendly fungi with supporting battalions 
of beneficial bacteria 

Fungal domination achieved with ease 
Phosphate solubilisation — contains 
phosphate release to ‘unlock’ phosphate 
reserves 

Nitrogen fixers — free atmospheric N 
Cellulose digestion 
Bio-balancing-competitive organisms 
help to balance ratio of desirable versus 
undesirable organisms in the system 


e Includes: Trichoderma __ lignorum, 
Chaetomium  globusium, Verticillium 
lecanii, Paecelomyces lilacinus, 


Penecillium chrysogenum, Azotoliactor 
chroococcum, Bacillus _ polymyxa, 
Saccharmyces cerivisiae. 

I also use most of the Neutrog products 
not just those specifically for Cymbidium 
orchids. | 

Peter Hall 
Glenelg, South Australia 


activity, membrane permeability and pH 
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ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


Mail Order Specialists Australia-wide 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@aanet.com.au 
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Cymbidium Red Pepper ‘Janice’ 
Grower: Rob Wells 4 
Photo: David Banks 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately thirty words) for only $30, 
each additional line (approximately six words) $4 (includes GST). 


LEARN TO EARN - With our nationally 
recognised Courses in Certificates II 
and III in Horticulture and Certificates II 
and II in Orchid Growing. Our popular 
non-certificate courses in Orchid 
Growing also continue. Learn by 
Distance learning at your own pace. 
Contact The Orchid Academy® (National 
provider No. 31691) Ph: 1300 663 690. 
Email: robert@orchidacademy.com 
Web: www.orchidacademy.com 


NURSERY & ORCHID BENCHING 
www.nurserybenches.com.au 
or Phone: 02 9631 6000 


ORCHID, LANDSCAPING & HORTI- 
CULTURAL COURSES, DISTANCE 
EDUCATION — Short courses, 
Certificates, Diplomas. Over 400 courses 
including Cut Flower Orchids, 
Hydroponics, Tissue Culture, Orchid 
Culture, Plant Varieties, Landscaping and 
more. Study by CD, online, or by tradi- 
tional correspondence. Highly qualified 
tutors. FREE 87 page handbook. Phone: 
07 5562 1088. Websites: www.acs.edu.au, 
www.hortcourses.com. P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang MDC, Qld 4211. 
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Thelymitra ixioides 


Dencrobian (Avril’s 's Gold x speciosum) ‘Sandy’ AM/AOC-NSW 2009 was Grand Champion at the 
2009 St. Ives Orchid Fair. This hybrid was made by David Butler of Green Vista Orchids, 
with this plant thought to be the first of the cross to flower. 


Plant grown and exhibited by Henk van den ee 
Photo: Bill Dobson. 


